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Youth Vendor Overview:
The Alamosa Farmers’ Market believes in the importance of supporting local small businesses.  We are offering an opportunity for young people (aged 7 to 17) to share a booth at the market.  Vendors should be old enough to interact with strangers, count change, etc.  This will be an opportunity for the younger generation to learn about marketing and handling money while selling their handcrafted, homemade, or homegrown items in our vibrant market.

Youth Vendor Guidelines:
The following is a non-exhaustive list of guidelines to participate as a youth vendor at the Alamosa Farmers’ Market.
· Youth Vendors must be ages 7 to 17 years of age.  Parents should provide the appropriate amount of support for their young entrepreneur.  We highly encourage an adult be present with each youth vendor, especially for vendors 7 to 12 years of age.
· All products sold by the Youth Vendor must be made, grown, raised, and sold by that same youth.
· Food sellers must first take an approved food handling class before selling prepared food (raw fruits, vegetables, and herbs are exempt).  Only Cottage food items are allowed by youth vendors.
· Youth vendors must live in the San Luis Valley and make their product locally.
· Vendors must apply at least 2 weeks prior to their first market.
· Vendors must notify the Market Director the week before they have agreed to be a vendor if they are unable to attend the market.  Market phone number is 719.849.1083.

Youth Vendor Selection:  We began a “Young Vendor’s Booth” for the 2024 season and learned a great deal.  Adjustments to the schedule are reflected below.

The Market is offering one youth tent per week with one vendor in a 10’x10’ space.  If the need arises, we might have two youth vendors share the tent.  Vendors will have a small folding table and canopy tent provided by the market. We will not allow resale items at the Market; items must be made, grown, or raised by the youth vendor.  Depending on availability vendors may be limited to a certain number of booth spots per season.  We will communicate with vendors if they will have a limited amount of spaces per season as the season progresses.  Market staff will review all applications and contact youth vendor (or/ and their adult) to confirm admission to the Farmers’ Market.  It is also good for young vendors to consider the “sale-ability” of their products.  Their Grandma might love their art but the general public is not likely to buy a $5 drawing for a kid they don’t know.  It would be helpful to visit the market ahead of being a young vendor to see what sorts of things are being sold and the prices they are going for from the other vendors.

Youth Vendor Fees:
Youth vendors will pay a flat fee of $10 per week at the market.   They are not subjected to taxes or other market fees.  Fees will be paid even if vendor makes no sales.  Fees for vendors first week will be paid at the start of the market day rather than the end of the day.



Youth Responsibilities:

The following are your responsibilities as a youth vendor.

· Notify Market Staff a week ahead of time if unable to attend a market.
· Accurately complete all paperwork.
· Report totals sales at the end of each market day.
· Provide appropriate change to customers.
· Interact with strangers/ adults including customers, community members, and other vendors.
· Keep pets at their homes and not bring them to their booth.
· Show up on time each Market day (Youth Booth opens at 9 and closes at noon – Vendors must arrive 8:30 at the latest).  We have this put later than the regular vendors.
· Alamosa Farmers’ Market will provide a tent and table (if needed) for the youth vendor.  Vendors need to provide all other supplies for their booth (including a cashbox, chair, display materials, signs, and product.
· There is no smoking/ vaping, etc. at the Alamosa Farmers’ Market in the market space.
· Vendors should be prepared to accept cash payments.  Vendor can use electronic methods of payment like Square or Venmo if they wish.  Vendors are encouraged NOT TO ACCEPT personal checks or bills larger than $20.
· Young vendors are able to accept market vouchers that are applicable to what they are selling.  More information will be provided during the vendor acceptance process.
· The market is open rain, snow, or shine.  The only times we close early is due to high winds or exceptionally heavy rain.  Please prepare for a variety of weather possibilities as a vendor.


Photo Consent:
By signing this document, the Alamosa Farmers’ Market has permission to use my youth's likeness in a photograph for any and all publications, including but not limited to all printed and digital publications. Permission is also given to edit, alter, copy, exhibit, publish and/or distribute any photo for the purposes of promoting the Alamosa Farmers’ Market. In addition, we waive our right to inspect or approve the finished product, including written or electronic copy, wherein the youth's likeness appears.

Market Concerns and Complaints:
All vendors are required to respect fellow vendors, customers, and the market staffs’ requests to help make the market run smoothly. Vendors who commit violation(s) or cause complaints may be asked to leave the market for the remainder of the season. Decisions made by the staff are final. 

Please keep these pages for your records and complete the following contract
Return the completed contract with your $10 deposit.  If you have photos of your product and display, please include them.  If you are planning on selling prepared foods, please include a copy of your food safety handling class certificate.  Deposits will be applied to vendor’s 1st market or returned if vendor is not accepted for the 2025 season. 
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Please Clearly Print the following information:
	Youth Vendor’s Name:

	Age:

	Adult contact:

	Mailing Address:

	City, State, Zip:

	Phone (Adult):

	Phone (Other):	

	E-mail:

	Website/ social media handles:

	Do you have any special needs or requests:







	Why do you want to be a vendor at the Alamosa Farmers’ Market?  Write about what you make and why you think people might want to buy it.


	I would like to be a vendor for the following dates: (circle all that apply)

	July: 25

August: 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
	September: 5, 12, 19, 26

October: 3, 10





I intend to sell the following items:
Write your items in the appropriate section(s) below:
	Food items: Some need certificates or training

	





	Non-Food/ Crafted items Items
***Jewelry, clothes, skin care, home décor, toys, etc***

	







Hold Harmless Clause:
 All authorized vendors participating in the Alamosa Farmers’ Market shall be individually and severally responsible to the AFM for any loss, personal injury, deaths, and/or any other damage that may occur as a result of the vendors’ negligence or that of his/her servants, agents, and employees, and all vendors hereby agree to indemnify and save the AFM harmless from any loss, cost, damages, and other expenses including attorney’s fees, suffered or incurred by the AFM by reason of the vendors’ negligence or that of its servants, agents, and employees; provided that the vendors shall not be responsible nor required to indemnify AFM for negligence by its servants, agents, and employees. As no product or individual insurance is provided by AFM, the vendors are advised to carry his/her own product liability and/or individual insurance. 

By signing below, you, the vendor, agree that you have read the above rules and regulations for the Alamosa Farmers’ Market, are familiar with the State regulations for food sales, and recognize the importance of compliance in these matters. The Alamosa County Public Health inspector, Gary Bruder, (719)-587-5206, can help you with further questions regarding state inspections and licensing for potentially hazardous and processed and prepared foods.
Please submit this form by mail or upon entry at the first market of the season that you attend.  Thank you for helping our market to run smoothly and safely.


_______________________________________________________________________
(Signature)							(Date)

Alamosa Farmers’ Market
PO Box 1983
Alamosa, CO  81101
alamosafarmersmarket@gmail.com
719-849-1083
Mandy Pittman, Director
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